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Introduction 

 Conservation agriculture is a concept for resource-saving agricultural crop production 

that strives to achieve acceptable profits together with high and sustained production levels 

while concurrently conserving the environment. The conservation agriculture is based on 

enhancing natural biological processes above and below the ground. Conservation agriculture 

(CA) is a farming system that prioritizes the conservation of soil, water, and biodiversity 

while increasing crop productivity and profitability. The principles of CA include minimal 

soil disturbance, permanent soil cover, and crop rotation. CA is considered a sustainable and 

climate-smart agriculture approach, as it reduces greenhouse gas emissions and enhances soil 

health. 

Principles of conservation agriculture 

1. Less disturbance of soil. 

2. Permanent soil cover. 

3. Diversified crop rotations. 

 One of the main practices of conservation agriculture is minimal soil disturbance, 

which means reducing tillage as much as possible. Tillage can harm soil structure and 

expose the soil to erosion, which can lead to nutrient loss and reduce crop yields. 

With minimal soil disturbance, farmers use equipment that doesn't disturb the soil 

structure, such as no-till drills or strip-till equipment. This practice also helps to 

increase soil organic matter and reduce soil compaction. 

 Another important principle of conservation agriculture is permanent soil cover. This 

means keeping the soil covered with crop residues, living plants, or mulch throughout 

the year. Soil cover helps to reduce soil erosion and improve water retention, which 

helps to maintain soil moisture and reduce the need for irrigation. This practice also 
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provides habitat for beneficial organisms like earthworms and improves the soil’s 

ability to absorb nutrients. 

 Crop rotation is another important component of conservation agriculture. Planting 

different crops in a sequence can help to control pests and diseases and reduce the 

need for synthetic fertilizers and pesticides. Crop rotation can also help to improve 

soil health by increasing biodiversity, improving soil structure, and reducing soil-

borne diseases. 

Some basic concepts in conservation agriculture 

 Surface retention of residues. 

 Use of in-situ organic composts. 

 Diversified and more efficient rotations. 

 Productivity gains in long-run are in incremental order. 

Benefits of conservation agriculture 

 Economic benefits: Time saving and reduction in labour requirement. Higher 

efficiency in the sense of more output for a lower input. 

 Agronomic benefits: Adopting conservation agriculture leads to improvements of 

soil productivity. Increase organic matter content in soil. Improvement of soil 

structure and thus rooting zone. 

 Environmental benefits: Conservation agriculture protect the soil and make 

agriculture more sustainable. Improvement of water and air quality. Increase carbon 

sequestration. 

Constraints for adopting conservation agriculture 

1. Lack of appropriate seeders especially for small and medium scale farmers. 

2. Wide spread use of crop residues for livestock feed and fuel. 

3. Burning of crop residues. 

4. Lack of knowledge about the potential of conservation agriculture leaders, extension 

agents and farmers. 

Conclusion 

 Overall, conservation agriculture is a sustainable and climate-smart agriculture 

approach that prioritizes the conservation of soil, water, and biodiversity while improving 

crop productivity and profitability. By adopting conservation agriculture practices, farmers 
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can reduce their environmental impact and improve their resilience to climate change while 

providing nutritious and affordable food for the growing population. Conservation agriculture 

has several benefits for farmers, the environment, and society. By reducing tillage and using 

cover crops, farmers can reduce their fuel and labor costs while maintaining or increasing 

crop yields. This can help to improve their income and food security. Conservation 

agriculture also helps to protect the environment by reducing soil erosion, improving water 

quality, and increasing soil carbon sequestration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


